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Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear colleagues and friends,

For the first time since the Covid-19 outbreak, I was glad to physically welcome
TRAN Members once again at the meeting where we dealt with a large variety
of topics.

As you all know, given the Green Deal's objective of reducing GHG emissions
from transport by 90% by 2050 and the share of emissions from road transport
and heavy goods vehicles, more actions must be taken in “decarbonising” this
sector of vehicles, including the creation of infrastructure for alternative fuels. With that in mind we carefully listened to
various experts who presented the opportunities and challenges for the use and deployment of alternative fuel
infrastructure in the EU for heavy vehicles, in particular trucks. Such a study fits into the context of the proposed regulation
on infrastructure for alternative fuels published in mid-July 2021 and which is an integral part of the legislative package "Fit
for 55 ”as well as the upcoming  revision of the TEN-T regulation.

Staying on that theme, we were delighted to welcome Mr Cox who presented the latest progress made in the
implementation of the Scandinavian-Mediterranean TEN-T core network corridor. Members grabbed the opportunity to
inquire about measures to speed up key infrastructure projects through improved governance and coordination between
Members States in cross-border railway operations, the modal integration in order to reap corridor benefits already in the
short-term including the uptake of funding in Member States under the Recovery and Resilience facility.

In this edition...
Meeting on 15 November 2021
 Toward a sustainable blue economy in the EU: the role of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors
 Presentation of the study "Alternative fuel infrastructures for heavy-duty vehicles"
 Exchange of views with Pat Cox, TEN-T Coordinator for the Scandinavian-Mediterranean Corridor
 EC-US air transport agreement
 2020 discharge: General budget of the EU - European Commission
 2020 discharges: Agencies and Joint Undertakings
 Challenges for urban areas in the post-COVID-19 era
 Use of vehicles hired without drivers for the carriage of goods by road
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Use of vehicles hired without drivers for the
carriage of goods by road
Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from
interinstitutional negotiations
o Rapporteur: Cláudia MONTEIRO DE AGUIAR (PPE)

Result of the vote: 38 in favour, 3 against,
2 abstentions.

Challenges for urban areas in the post-
COVID-19 era
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Vlad GHEORGHE (PPE)
o Vote in main Committee (REGI): 6 December 2021

Result of the vote: 42 in favour, 0 against, 1 abstention.

EC-US air transport agreement
Consideration of draft report
o Rapporteur: Maria GRAPINI (S&D)
o Vote in TRAN: 1 December 2021

On behalf of the rapporteur Ms Grapini, Ms Plumb
stressed the benefits of the EU-US aviation agreement,
underlining the unprecedented and constantly
growing of the transatlantic connectivity since the
protocol entered into force. She also recalled the social
provisions of the protocol, including high labour
standards and environmental requirements.
Moreover, Ms Plumb pointed out the impact of the
agreement on European and American airline
companies, giving them a better access to the market.

In the ensuing debate, the shadow rapporteurs
expressed appreciation for the file. They agreed on the
benefits for both sides generated by the signature and
highlighted the positive aspects of the protocol.
Mr Cuffe (Verts/Ale) asked the Commission for
clarification about the possible impact of the fit for 55
package on the rights provided by the agreement.

Toward a sustainable blue economy in the
EU: the role of the fisheries and aquaculture
sectors
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Roman HAIDER (ID)
o Responsible: PECH
o Vote in TRAN: January 2022 (tbc)

Mr Buchheit replaced the Rapporteur Roman Haider in
presenting the draft opinion.

He started by stressing the principle of sustainable
development within the blue economy as a driver of
economic growth in the EU, in particular in the Atlantic
and Mediterranean areas, as a way to foster a number
of sectors such as maritime transport, shipbuilding,
biotechnology, sustainable tourism, offshore wind,
fishing and aquaculture, and wave and tidal energy;
The Rapporteur called on the Commission and the
Member States to also complete priority projects
within the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN‑T),
especially projects involving the Atlantic, the
Mediterranean and cross-border areas, while
promoting the full development of the TEN-T
motorways of the sea and the connection of islands to
the mainland.

Shadow rapporteurs broadly supported the draft
opinion while announcing additional ideas in form of
amendments.

2020 discharge: General budget of the EU -
European Commission
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Andrey NOVAKOV (PPE)
o Responsible: CONT
o Vote in TRAN: tbc

On behalf of the rapporteur, Mr Falcă highlighted the
challenges faced by the transport and tourism sectors
due to the COVID pandemics, stressed the
Commission's efforts for a more resilient and
ecological transport system and regretted lack of
coordination among the Member States when it came
to investments into transport infrastructure and TNT
networks, which were not finalised. He mentioned a
comparatively high level of budgetary execution,
considering the pressure put on the sector.

The Members requested the Member States to
accelerate investments, especially infrastructure
investments, necessary to facilitate rapid recovery
after the pandemic and called on the Commission to
strengthen its monitoring activities related to it, they
expressed their concern that under-execution of
payments for transport infrastructure financed from
Cohesion Fund to CEF is expected, on the other hand
they welcomed the positive evaluation of the Trans-
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European Transport Network policy progress and the
agreement on the Streamlining Directive.

2020 discharges: Agencies and Joint
Undertakings
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Gheorghe FALCĂ (PPE)
o Responsible: CONT
o Vote in TRAN: tbc

The Rapporteur, Mr Falcă, underlined the importance
of the transport sector, which represents 20 million
jobs and whose efficient and effective functioning is
key to the economy and competitivity of the Union. In
that regard, the Rapporteur highlighted the need to
give more importance to the transport agencies and
joint undertakings.

Mr Falcă, largely echoed by the shadow rapporteurs,
commended the performance of the agencies that
managed to maintain a high level of budget execution
and achieved most of the objectives of their working
programme despite the Covid-19 situation. They did so
in a transparent manner and the European Court of
auditors did not issue any critical recommendation on
their budget management.

The Rapporteur and the Shadow rapporteurs were
particularly impressed by the performance of the ERA
and insisted on the need for this Agency to receive
additional resources and have the possibility to hire
additional staff. Concerning Shift2Rail, Shadow
rapporteurs also highlighted the need to use funding
possibilities from EU programmes such as CEF, Digital
Europe, ERDF and Cohesion fund. In the area of
aviation, the speakers welcomed the EASA Sustainable
Aviation Programme 2020-2024, the continuous
progress of the CS2 demonstrators and saluted the role
of the SESAR undertaking in supporting its members
during the crisis. Finally, the Rapporteur applauded the
professionalism of the EMSA in the Covid-19 situation.

Ms Cuadra Garcia, representing the Commission,
welcomed the draft opinions and acknowledged the
agencies’/Joint undertakings’ management of their
budget in exceptional circumstances. Ms Cuadra
Garcia also mentioned that from 2022 on, the fees ERA
will collect would cover the authorisations costs,
allowing the Commission to focus on strategic areas
related to competitivity, safety or interoperability for
example. Ms Cuadra Garcia signalled that the decision

to reimburse the remaining cash contribution from the
SESAR 1 Programme was taken due to the exceptional
circumstances the sector was facing. Finally, she
confirmed that the new Single Basic Act allowed the
Shift2Rail undertaking to benefit from funding of the
CEF and other EU funds and programmes.

Exchange of views on the TEN-T:
Scandinavian-Mediterranean Corridor

The European Coordinator for the Scandinavian-
Mediterranean, Pat Cox, presented the latest
progress made in completing this key north-south
axis on the TEN-T. While about 30% of the overall
903 projects envisaged for the corridor have been
already accomplished under the TEN-T framework
since 2014, the upcoming fifth work plan will focus
on advancing the completion of the corridor.
Regarding flagship cross-border projects, works on
the Fehmarn Belt fixed link are now well underway
and are expected to be completed in 2029. For the
Brenner Base Tunnel works continue and the tunnel
is expected to be operational by 2032, after
unexpected geological and certain legal issues have
now been overcome. Members in questions
inquired about measures to speed up transport
infrastructure projects, both through improved
governance and making use of funding under the
Recovery and Resilience facility, for instance to
develop access routes that are critical for the
functioning of the corridor. The debate highlighted
in particular the potential of a better coordination
between Members States in cross-border railway
services and modal integration in order to make
transport more efficient and leverage corridor
benefits already in the short-term. Regarding the
upcoming revision of the TEN-T Regulation in the
context of the Fit for 55 package, speakers
underlined the need for strengthening sustainability
and resilience in the transport infrastructure policy.

"Alternative fuel infrastructures for heavy-
duty vehicles"
Presentation of the study

The consultancy and research company CE Delft
presented this wider research project intended to
provide Members with an overview of opportunities
and challenges to the use and deployment of
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alternative fuels infrastructure in the EU for heavy-
duty vehicles (HDVs), in particular for trucks, and to
provide policy recommendations on how to facilitate
the development of infrastructure.

The invited speakers focused their presentation on the
need to reduce emission from heavy-duty vehicles
(HDVs), in order to achieve the Green Deal’s objectives.
The research emphasised the necessity to increase the
use of alternative fuel and zero-emission powertrains
and to develop an adequate refuelling infrastructure.
Concerning the current technologies, they pointed out
the already existing availability of biofuels and
liquefied natural gas (LNG) and urged major
investment to foster the deployment of battery
electric trucks (BETs) and fuel cell electric trucks
(FCETs) as well as the development of the electric road
system (ERS), preferably along the TEN-T corridors. In
fact, according to the study, apart from infrastructure
for trucks running on gaseous fuels, other types of
alternative infrastructures (electricity and hydrogen)
are still virtually absent.
Furthermore, they went on to address and assess the
AFIR proposal, which sets specific binding distance-
based targets, but also establishes where to intervene
and other technical requirements. They expressed
concern about the low targets related to the total of
charging points and the daily capacity of hydrogen
refuelling stations foreseen in the text. Moreover, the
study recommended higher minimum of levels of
power for recharging stations along the TEN-T
corridors and in urban areas. The experts also stated
that liquid hydrogen is very ambitious, especially
because this technology is in the early phase of
development.

Finally, they pointed out that only a limited time is
allocated for testing and revising national policies and
revision of AFIR before 2030. Therefore, they proposed
to adjust the timeline for the national policy
framework to earlier dates.

In the exchange that followed the presentation, a
number of issues were raised such as the need to
enhance the electric charging infrastructure and the
positive impacts of biofuels, which can be used in
existing infrastructures. Other Members called for a
clear strategy to create positive incentives for the
green transition towards a completely carbon neutral
sector. In this regard, electrification and hydrogen will
play a key role and will enable to reach green targets.

Members also expressed concern about several issues,
such as the social guarantees and protection for
transport workers, the high costs of refuelling and
recharging framework, the standardisation of the
infrastructure, and the distance-based related risk of
developing inefficient recharging points.

The experts briefly replied, supporting the use of
carbon-neutral biofuels and e-fuels in order to lower
transition costs, even in the most difficult sectors. They
highlighted the strategic rule of SMEs and the necessity
to create funding mechanism, thereby undermining
financial barriers. Different authorities and
stakeholders are called to intervene in a coordinated
approach. Concerning the ERS, they called for further
development since it could be successful but it requires
time and a strong political will.

Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda

Wednesday 1 December 9.00-12.00, 13.45-16.15 and Thursday 2 December 9.00-12.00

 Vote on draft report on EC/USA Air Transport Agreement
 Vote on draft opinion on Regulation concerning batteries and waste batteries, repealing Directive

2006/66/EC and amending Regulation (EU) No 2019/1020
 Exchange of views on the files:

 Ensuring a level playing field for sustainable air transport - ‘ReFuel EU aviation’
 The use of renewable and low-carbon fuels in maritime transport and amending Directive

2009/16/EC - ‘FuelEU Maritime’
 Deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure, and repealing Directive 2014/94/EU of the

European Parliament and of the Council
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 Consideration of draft recommendation for 2nd reading on Charging of heavy good vehicles for
the use of certain infrastructures (Eurovignette)

 Delegated act on EU standards for safe and secure truck parking areas
 Tourism Task Force meeting on the available EU funding for the tourism sector within the

Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027 & Next Generation EU
 Exchange of views with Vice-President Frans Timmermans
 Public Hearing “Naiades III – Strategic Tools for Sustainable Inland Waterways Transport within

the EU”
 Reporting back to committee on the negotiations (Rule 74(3)) on:

 Implementation of the Single European Sky (recast)
 Amending Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 as regards the capacity of the European Union Aviation

Safety Agency to act as Performance Review Body of the Single European Sky

TRAN Committee meetings 2022
Please note that all dates are still to be confirmed depending on room and interpretation resources.

Thursday 13/01/2022 9.00-12.00

Useful links
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
TRAN Calendar 2021: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/236922/TRAN_Calendar_2021.pdf
Policy Department Publication in the EP: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency: https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
Slovenian Presidency of the Council: https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. ©

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
https://www.sesarju.eu/news
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/
https://twitter.com/EP_Transport
https://twitter.com/EP_Transport
mailto:tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

